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SPIRITUAL THANKFULNESS    
 

The theme of Thanksgiving is one of earthly blessings. When we picture the 

day, we think of the whole Thanksgiving spread with turkey, stuffing, mashed 

potatoes, gravy, corn, pumpkin pie, sweet potatoes, cranberries, and of course, 

our families’ favorite dishes. We gather around family and friends and enjoy the 

company around us. Many people think of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 

and football has become a staple on this day. The NFL teams of Dallas and De-

troit usually play on this day. Now, Thanksgiving evening has become known for 

Black Friday sales. Some stores are even going to stay open on Thanksgiving to 

bring in more crowds.   

 

However, we must remember that the pilgrims came to America for free-

dom to worship God in the way they saw fit. The freedom of religion was one 

of the most important foundations of the American experience. In fact, it is one 

of the first freedoms guaranteed in the United States Constitution. This free-

dom to worship God was established for the people of Israel. Moses tells the 

Pharaoh what God had said in Exodus 7:16. “Let my people go, so that they may 

worship me in the desert.” God brought His people out not just to have a bet-

ter life as free people, but so they could worship Him. Worship was the way in 

which God brought His people closer to Him in His Word given to Moses.  

 

 God has always sought to free His people, so they can worship Him.  Jesus 

came to establish not an earthly freedom to worship God, but a spiritual free-

dom from sin and oppression.  Jesus says in John 8:31-32, “If you hold to my 

teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the 

truth will set you free." The truth of God’s Word and Sacrament have freed us 

to worship God wherever we may be and whatever the situation is. In Hebrews 

9:15 it says, “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that 

those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that 

he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the 

first covenant.” We are free from sin, death, and the devil. We are blessed be-

yond measure. This Thanksgiving let us not only thank God for our earthly 

blessings and the freedom in our country, but the freedom God has given us 

now and forever.   
 

Love in Christ, Pastor Wolff 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

While this message may seem somewhat premature, I 

have been thinking a lot lately about next February’s 

congregational meeting and the Council elections. I am 

writing specifically about the office of Vice President. 

This position has been unfilled for many years. Certain-

ly during all of my tenure, and I believe for several 

years prior to that. It is a position that is essential to 

the continuation of our Church leadership.  
 

When I was appointed to the President’s position in 

June of 2021 our congregation had been without a 

President or Vice President for quite some time. For 

me it was a heck of a learning curve. Without the help 

of so many members we would not be where we are 

today.  
 

I truly believe that it is critical to our Congregation to 

avoid repeating that situation again. We need to have 

continuity in leadership.  My term is over in February of 

2027. The position of Vice President needs to be filled 

in the next election so as to maintain that continuity. I 

am asking that one of you will fill that role. 
 

I do not understand the reluctance of many of the men 

in this congregation to step forward to fill these male-

only positions. This is what we are called to do. I also 

can’t stop wondering if perhaps it is time that we 

change our By-laws to allow women to take over the 

leadership positions in our Congregation rather than 

they go unfilled?  
 

Your comments are appreciated  

 

Blessings 
 

Bob Mortimer 

MONTHLY  MISSION  OFFERING  
 

     This month we have the opportunity to  
 support and encourage the ministry in the 
  far north reaches of North America. 
  On the weekend  of November 15 
& 16 we will provide special offering baskets for 
your extra gifts as we pray and support the ministry 
of L.A.M.P., which is “LUTHERAN ASSOCIATION OF 
MISSIONARIES AND PILOTS,” 

  

WHAT  IS  L.A.M.P.? 

LAMP has been providing spiritual witness and nur-
turing faith in communities in remote areas of 
northern Canada since 1970 through the ministry of 
pastor/ missionary/pilots, and short and long-term 
volunteers-in-mission. Each year over 5,000 chil-
dren, youth and adults are impacted by the ministry 
of LAMP. 
 
Our Mission 
LAMP is a cross-cultural ministry sharing Jesus 
Christ with God’s people in remote areas of Canada. 
 
Our Values 

LAMP has identified three core relationship-
oriented values in its Relationship Model for 
Governance.   We believe that Affirmation, In-
volvement, and Servant Leadership are funda-
mental to the way all of us work to achieve 
LAMP’s mission. 

 

LAMP short-term and long-term missionary volun-
teers and staff from Canada and the United 
States offer help to over 60 communities in re-
mote Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Brit-
ish Columbia by... 

• leading Vacation Bible Schools and Christ-
centered sports camps to children and youth and 
offering Bible study programs for adults during 
the summer months 

• conducting many different forms of ministry on a 
daily basis while on site--most importantly, estab-
lishing and growing relationships with those they 
have contact with 

• providing continuing ministry through technology 
such as Facebook, Skype and email 

• visiting various communities throughout the year 
as time, resources and weather allows 

• providing special events such as women's retreats 
 

 

 

 

Pastor Gudgel Accepts 

Our Call 

We joyfully announce that Pastor 

Michael Gudgel has accepted our 

Call to become our next pastor.  

We do not have a time frame yet 

for Pastor and Karen to move to 

Rochelle.  Please pray for the 

Lord’s hand to make this a safe 

and smooth transition for Pastor 

            and his family. 



 

 

WORSHIP  THIS  MONTH 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
WRHL 1060 AM—7:30am Sundays 

 

November 2  “The Way Out” 
November 9  “The Lead of Life” 
November 16  “The Name on the Front” 
November 23  “An Unlikely King” 
November 30  “Rise and Shine” 
 

Join us for our 9:00am Sunday service or listen 
to our broadcast on WRHL(1060AM) or (93.5 FM) 
at 10a.m. It is also on Facebook Live at 9:00am. 

November 1  6:00 p.m. Contemporary  
November 2  9:00 a.m. Liturgical w/Communion 
November 8  6:00 p.m. Liturgical w/Communion 
November 9  9:00 a.m. Liturgical   
November 15  6:00 p.m. Contemporary 
November 16  9:00 a.m. Liturgical w/Communion 
November 20  2:00 p.m. Thursday Fellowship Worship 
November 22  6:00 p.m. Liturgical w/Communion 
November 23  9:00 a.m. Liturgical  
November 29   6:00 p.m. Contemporary 
November 20   9:00 a.m. Liturgical   

Worship Anew  
Comcast channel 138 on TLN—11:30am Sundays 
November 2  “The Saints in Heaven” 
November 9  “Your God is Too Small” 
November 16  “Redemption Draws Near” 
November 23  “The Greatest Triumph” 
November 30  “Your King is Coming” 

Kevin Stinnett              11/01    
Adam Burch  11/02    
Kyler McBride 11/02 
Mary Lou Feltner-Mott 11/03 
Madelyn Metzger 11/04 
Brenda Rainwater   11/04    
Matt Fletcher                11/05    
Kathy Mehrings       11/05  
Pastor Wolff 11/06 
Kelsi Eyster   11/06    
Ryan Friestad  11/09    
Anthony Rowley 11/09 
Sylvia Burdin 11/10 
Jennifer Vandre 11/11   
Emma Mehrings 11/11  
Chelsey Stolte 11/12  
Orryn Stolte 11/14 
Brad Beach          84 11/15    
     9836 E Cottonwood Rd 
     Chana  61015 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dakota Casey 11/15 
Wendell Furman   82 11/15  
     842 N 12th St   
Jeff Warner   11/21  
Karley Stover 11/21 
Trent Metzger   11/22 
Joy Schabacker   11/22 
Hisako Chisamore 94      11/24  
     215 Drake Ave  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Molly Martinson 11/24 
Janet Eyster   11/25   
Teresa Pauser         11/25  
Dorothy Schabacker 85   11/29    

     1326 Highland Rd 

Kelli Abell  11/29   
Dave Friestad  11/30    

Bill Usilton            11/30    

 

Anniversaries 

M/M Jacob Mason 11/02 

M/M Don Kosterman           11/13 

 

If we missed your important day or have 

it listed incorrectly, please call  the 

church office (815.562.2744) 

 

 

 Thanksgiving and Advent Worship 

There will not be a Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

this year. 

Advent services will held on December 3, 10 & 

17. The time has not been decided as yet. 

Thank You 

  I want to thank everyone who remembered 

my birthday with cards and phone calls.  It was 

very thoughtful of you.               Carol Elliott  



 

 

Dear St. Paul Family and Friends, 

Then the Lord God formed man…and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life...Genesis 2:7 

 

COPD is one of the health conditions 

that is highlighted during November and 

the subject of this month’s health letter. 
 

Guard Against COPD at Every 

Stage of Life 

 Take a deep breath.  Now ask your-

self: When was the last time you thought about breathing?  

For people with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

(COPD), breathing is often on their mind because it can be 

difficult, and it gets worse over time. 

 There is no cure yet for COPD, but experts at the Na-

tional Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute recommend these 

strategies to protect your lungs at every age. 

 

Younger Adults: Prevention is Key 

 COPD is less common in younger adults, but it’s never 

too early to protect your lungs.  The most important way 

to prevent COPD is to not smoke.  According to the CDC, 

about 75% of the people with COPD have a history of 

smoking.  Smoking isn’t the only risk factor for COPD.  Ex-

posure to secondhand smoke, air pollution, chemical fumes, 

or dust from the environment or workplace can also in-

crease your risk.   

 People as young as 20 who have COPD-like symptoms 

and a family history may want to discuss being tested for 

the genetic condition known as ATT deficiency with their 

healthcare provider.   

 

Middle-aged Adults: Know the Symptoms and Seek 

Help 

 Most people are 40 or older when COPD symptoms 

start.  Symptoms include shortness of breath, coughing, 

wheezing, chest tightness, and fatigue.  These are not just 

signs of getting older.  They are also not the same as sea-

sonal allergies. 

 If you have symptoms, ask your healthcare provider if 

you should be tested for COPD.  Discuss your smoking 

habits, family history of COPD, and long-term exposure to 

lung irritants.  Your healthcare provider may recommend 

lung function tests of imaging to diagnose COPD.  If you 

smoke, get help to quit. 

 

Older Adults: Take Steps to Manage COPD 

 Older adults are at greater risk for COPD.  If you have 

been diagnosed, be sure to follow the treatment plan an d 

take the medications as ordered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Lifestyle changes can help people with COPD 

breathe better.  Discuss with your healthcare 

provider the benefits of participating in a pulmo-

nary rehabilitation program.  Stay up to date with 

vaccines against flu, pneumonia, and COVID-19.  

If you smoke, quit. 

 If you have further questions about COPD 

or other health concerns, feel free to contact me 

or any member of the parish nurse team……

Marcy Schnorr, EdD, RN-BC 

 

Parish Nurse Office Hours remain 8-11:30 

Monday through Friday unless otherwise noted.  

There will not be an office hour on November 

18th due to a meeting of the NID Parish Nurse 

Network at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Car-

ol Stream.  You may call Marcy at her home (815

-562-6823) after hours if there is a need.  If she is 

not home, leave a message on the answering ma-

chine and she will respond as soon as possible. 
 

Thanks to everyone who donated to the 

door offering in October for Health and 

Human Care and Parish Nursing.  The door 

offerings of $396 will be used to maintain and 

enhance compassionate care within the congre-

gation and community—and the world. I contin-

ue to be humbled by the support  and encour-

agement that the St. Paul family continues to 

show for parish nursing and its various ways of 

sharing God’s love through our various acts of 

mercy.  If you are interested in how you can be 

part of the mercy care, please contact me.  Marcy 
 

Christian Care Ministry Team Breakfast 

will be Saturday, November 1 at 9am in the over-

flow room.  This is the annual time for the mem-

bers of the Board for Health and Human Care, 

Parish Nurse Team, Project Compassion Visitors, 

Prayer Chain Leader, and members of the Senior 

Council.  These individuals all work with Marcy 

(the lead parish nurse) to reach out with Chris-

tian Compassionate Care to others in our family 

of faith and beyond.  If you serve in this capacity, 

you should have received an invitation.  If you 

have not received one, please contact Marcy.   
 

The Parish Nurse Team will meet at 8am 

prior to the breakfast. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Community Outreach to Senior Living Sites.   

Pastor Frick is a retired LCMS pastor from Genoa 

who continues to serve the Lord in various capaci-

ties including as an assistant at St. John in Sycamore 

and the Christian Senior Ministries service to Ro-

chelle and other communities in DeKalb County.  

Marcy provides relief for him on the 1st Thursday of 

each month in Rochelle.  A devotional time is pro-

vided at Hawthorne Inn, Liberty Village, and Lincoln 

Manor.  This month this outreach is on Thursday, 

November 6.  If you wish to join in one or more of 

these opportunities, please contact Marcy for more 

information.  Guests are always welcome. 
 

The collection box for small items for the 

Christmas boxes for the nursing home resi-

dents will be set out in the narthex by November 

8th and will remain in position until the end of the 

month.  These items will be added to other dona-

tions and purchases and will be sorted and divided 

into approximately 100-150 individual gifts.  The 

gifts will be packaged and delivered on Satur-

day, December 6th in the morning.  Help is al-

ways needed for this project.  If you are able to as-

sist, please contact Marcy for more information or 

just come at 9am ready to work and fellowship.  

Gift items need to be small enough to fit into 

a standard tissue box.  Since we do not know the 

specific person or their needs that will receive the 

individual gift, we cannot give food.  Try to avoid 

giving something that may be apt to break if the box 

is dropped.  Toiletries, large print puzzle books, 

socks, warm hats, knit gloves, small decorations, 

note cards and stamps, costume jewelry, and similar 

items are a few suggestions. 
 

Senior Special for November will be November 

7 at 10am with someone from Unger-Horner 

providing information of documents and other infor-

mation needed when planning a funeral.  While this 

is something that no one likes to consider, it is 

something that most of us will need to do at some 

time for a loved one—or prepare for our executor 

to take care of for our funeral.  Any senior or sorta 

senior is encouraged to attend and invite someone 

to join you.  There is no charge.  Light refreshments 

will be served. 
 

The Board for Health and Human Care will 

meet Monday, November 10 at 4:30pm. 
 

OK Club will meet Friday, November 14th at 12 

noon at church with carry-outs from Little Caesars.  

A brief Bible study and a game of “dot to dots” will 

be the diversion.  If you would like to attend, please 

contact Evelyn Hintzsche (815-562-4668).   
 
 

Thursday Fellowship Worship will be Thurs-

day, November 20th at 2pm (Note the date 

change due to Thanksgiving holiday). This ser-

vice is especially designed for individuals whose 

health concerns make attending the week-end 

worships difficult.  Pastor Wolff will lead an ab-

breviated worship service.  Marcy will be present 

to assist with any special needs, and a time for 

fellowship will follow. If you need a ride, please 

let us know a few days in advance and every ef-

fort will be made to arrange for transportation. 
 

Senior Supper Club will meet Friday, Novem-

ber 21 at Arby’s.  A brief Bible study and a bit of 

“reading, reflection, and reminiscing” will be the 

diversion.  If you would like to participate, con-

tact Dave Stewart at 815-973-4938. 
 

OK Club will meet on Friday, November 28th at 

noon at the New China Buffet.  A brief Bible 

study and a “thanksgiving topic” will be the diver-

sion.  If you would like to participate, contact 

Evelyn Hintzsche (815-562-4668). 
 

Looking ahead---as we 

finalize the Christmas gifts 

for the nursing homes in 

town.  Inventory of the 

donations received and the 

purchases from the initial 

shopping will be completed 

on Thursday morning 

(12/4) and any last minute shopping to complete 

the project.  On Friday (12/5) instead of the usual 

Senior Special this will be a work day sorting, 

prepacking, and dividing into different areas for 

the nursing homes.  On Saturday (12/6) packing 

the prewrapped gift boxes will be completed and 

deliveries made to the two nursing homes.  The 

most help is needed on Saturday, but help is also 

needed on Friday.  Contact Marcy if you will be 

able to assist.   



 

 

St. Paul Lutheran School 
                          “Putting Faith in Education” 

 

Thoughts from the Principal… 

Have you ever heard of the poem entitled 

“Footprints in the Sand”?  It is a beautiful work 

about God walking side by side with a person 

and so leaving two sets of prints.  But when 

life got most difficult, the author noticed that 

then there were only one set of prints.   The 

author asked God why He wasn’t there during 

those tough times.  God responded that the 

reason there were only one set of prints is 

because that is when He carried the author. 

I absolutely love that poem and the image it 

casts.  What a great feeling it is to know that 

God does indeed carry us over the rough 

spots in our lives.  He promises to be with us 

always, and He is.  But he is more than that.  

You might have also seen the bumper sticker 

which says, “God is my co-pilot”.  I would like 

to take it a step further to say that actually 

“God is my pilot”! 

The times in which we are living are uncom-

fortable and frustrating for some and life-

threatening for others. Remember though, 

that God is walking next to you and He is 

more than willing to carry you when you need 

Him to.  How great it is to know that we have 

a God like ours!!  

Blessings,  

Steve Hall; Principal 

  

The annual special Vet-

erans Day special 

chapel service is 

scheduled for Novem-

ber 12th.  The congre-

gation is invited to all 

of our chapel services, but we especially invite 

members and veterans to this special chapel.  We 

thank Mrs. Bresson, our 6th grade homeroom 

teacher, for the excellent job she does putting 

this service together each year.  

 

 

School chapel services 

are held each Wednes-

day at 8:40.  Services are 

led by Mr. Hall, the 

teachers, guest speakers 

(for example: Pastor Rosebrock from Immanuel, 

Lindenwood), Pastor Wolff, various classes and 

teachers, and sometimes Lois Stewart and Presi-

dent Buss from the NID office! All are invited to 

attend these chapel services. 

 

    

Mark your calendars for 

Sunday, December 14th.  

This is the day of the St. 

Paul School Christmas 

programs. The preschool 

program is at 1:00 and the older kids’ program is 

at 4:00.  Both programs will be held in the church 

sanctuary. 

 

 

   This year more than ever 

   funds are needed to sup-

   port  the Frieda Pick-

reign /Jane Reineck  Scholarship Fund.  Please 

consider a donation to this essential fund as we 

“Make Disciples of All Nations”!  

 

 

 

 

       Thank you grandparents for a  

       great day this past October  

       31st.  It was fabulous to have    

                 you on our campus and to be 

able to talk with you.  Your grandchildren are the 

best!!!! 



 

 

November 2025 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
9:00am Worship  

10:00am Bible Class  

27 28 
7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

11:00am Sr Outing - 

Sycamore  

6:30pm WOW Bible 

Study  

29 
8:40am NO Chapel  

9:45am NO Women's 

Bible Studies  

30 31 
School 

Grandparents Day  

10:00am Sr Council  

1 
8:00am Parish Nurse 

Team Mtg  

9:00am Christian 

Ministry Team 

Breakfast  

6:00pm 

Contemporary 

Worship  

2 
Set Your Clocks Back 1 Hour  

9:00am Worship w/Comm  

10:00am Bible Class  

3 
5:30pm Dayschool 

Board  

4 
7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

6:00pm 

Inreach/Outreach  

5 
8:40am Chapel  

9:45am Women's 

Bible Studies  

6 
Outreach to Local 

Sr Living Sites  

7 
10:00am Senior 

Special - Unger-

Horner  

8 
6:00pm Worship w/ 

Communion  

9 
9:00am Worship  

10:00am Bible Class  

10 
4:30pm Board of 

Health & Human 

Care  

5:30pm Elders  

11 
7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

1:00pm Hannah-

Tabitha Circle @ 

Church  

6:30pm WOW Bible 

Study  

12 
8:40am Chapel - 

Veterans Day  

9:45am Women's 

Bible Studies  

13 
1:30pm Esther-

Naomi Circle  

14 
12:00pm OK Club @ 

Church RSVP Evelyn 

815-562-4668  

15 
Monthly Mission 

Offering - L.A.M.P.  

Newsletter Deadline  

6:00pm 

Contemporary 

Worship  

16 
Monthly Mission Offering - 

L.A.M.P.  

9:00am Worship w/Comm  

10:00am Bible Class  

17 
6:00pm Church 

Council  

18 
NO Parish Nurse 

Hours  

7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

19 
8:40am Chapel  

9:45am Women's 

Bible Studies  

20 
2:00pm Thursday 

Fellowship Worship  

21 
5:30pm Sr Supper 

Club @ Arby's  

22 

23 
9:00am Worship  

10:00am Bible Class  

24 25 
7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

6:30pm WOW Bible 

Study  

26 
8:40am Chapel  

9:45am Women's 

Bible Studies  

27 
Thanksgiving - 

Offices Closed  

28 
Church Office 

Closed  

OK Club @ New 

China Buffet RSVP 

to Evelyn 815-562-

4668  

29 

30 
10:00am Bible Class  

1 
5:30pm Dayschool 

Board  

2 
7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

6:00pm 

Inreach/Outreach  

3 
Advent Worship  

8:40am Chapel  

9:45am Women's 

Bible Studies  

4 
Outreach to Local 

Sr Living Sites  

5 
10:00am Senior 

Special  

6 
Packing Nursing 

Home Gifts  

6:00pm 

Contemporary 

Worship  
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The mission of St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church:   

Building relationships in Christ now and forever. 

JOIN US! 
Live in person on Saturday at 6:00pm or Sunday at 9:00am             

       

                                  OR          
        9:00 am Facebook Live  -  St. Paul Lutheran Church Page 

                      

           OR                                  

            10:00 am on WRHL Radio 1060AM  or 93.5 FM 
 

Pastor Michael Wolff, Vacancy Pastor  562-2744 
Marcia Schnorr, Parish Nurse  562-6823   

Steve Hall, Principal 562-6323 
 

Church Office 562-2744,   School Office 562-6323,    
Church Office E-Mail Address:  churchoffice@stpaulrochelleil.org   Website: stpaulev.org 


