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Building Relationships  
in Christ 

  JOIN US! 
       In person at      

6:00pm Saturday  

or 9:00am Sunday  
 

OR 
 

        FacebookLive 

     At 9:00 am  
 

OR 
 

WRHL Radio 

1060AM 

At 10:00 am 

Or  

93.5 FM 

THE GOOD RECEIVER 

 Jesus tells this parable in Matthew 13:3-8.   "“A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came 
and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth 
of soil, but when the sun rose, they were scorched. And since they had no 
root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”  I would like to sug-
gest a similar explanation to make it a Christmas parable.  For it is a time 
we remember God’s gift of His Son.  

 The first soil stands for the people who never understand the mean-
ing of Christmas. They enjoy the stories of Santa Claus and Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer. The story of Jesus is simply another Christmas story 
like all the rest.  The second soil is the people who know the “Reason for 
the Season.”   They may come to services and hear the story again.  How-
ever, when the good feelings wear off and the reality of everyday life sets 
in, they will fall away. They will put the gift away in the closet for next year.  
The third soil stands for those who want to enjoy the season, but the wor-
ries of the world blot out the joy of Christmas.  The concerns of gift giving, 
family obligations, and busy schedules, rob them of the importance of 
Christmas.  It is just a time of worry and stress.   

 However, I pray that all of us would be the fourth soil, the good re-
ceiver of God’s Gift.  We are the ones who are in church, and we under-
stand the whole story of Christ and how Christmas fits in with God’s plan of 
salvation.  He came to fulfill God’s love and forgiveness through His birth, 
life, death, and resurrection. We know that we too, are a part of God’s 
plan. By grace in Christ, we are adopted as God’s own children. We can re-
ceive the Gift with grateful hearts and God will produce in us the good 
works of faith every day. Christmas is a special time when we remember 
the gift of God’s Son and we take time to celebrate His birth.  However, 
Christmas is a year-round event for us.  We hear His Word each week and 
we follow Him every day.  
 
Love in Christ,   
Pastor Michael D. Wolff 

ST.  PAUL  EV.  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
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January Newsletter Deadline 
December 15th 

Please turn your items in by the deadline.  

Thanks! 

 

 

 

Time to Get Ready! 

The Advent season has begun! Although it is some-
times seen as the time to get ready for Christmas, it is 

really a time to get ready for Christ’s Final Return on 
the Last Day. He promised to come to our world to 

provide salvation, and He promised to come to bring 
us to Himself. This is the theme of Advent. We usually 

find ourselves making a mixture of Advent and Christ-
mas with being prepared and ready for celebrating 

both of His Comings. 

On the three Wednesdays following Thanksgiving, 

we will have our Mid-week Advent worship at 6p.m.  

In the quiet of the evening we gather to worship and 

hold on to the promises that the One 
who came to save us, is coming again 

Monthly  Mission  Offering 

For the month of December, we will be gath-
ering baby items for our local Crisis Pregnancy 

Center. Instead of a monetary gift, we are 
asking all of you to bring items for babies, as 

Jesus came as a Baby with needs, so many 
babies coming into this world need help. 

The babies and their mothers are usually in 
desperate conditions, as the choice to give life 

brings some hardships. We want to lovingly 
support and supply these new lives with the 

necessities of life and offer a good start in life. 

For the entire month of December and the 

first part of January, we will have a playpen in 
the back of church where you can drop off 
your gifts for babies. 

There is a need for all kinds of clothing, blan-
kets, disposable diapers, toys, socks and other 

supplies. Bring them as you come to church. 

We are blessed in being able to take care of 

and support these new lives and their mothers 
who have brought them into the world. 

 

 

 

   Guild Bake Sale 

The Women's Guild will be 
having their annual Christ-
mas  bake sale on Dec. 14 
& 15 after church.  Anyone 
wishing to donate baked 
goods or candies to this 
event is more than wel-

come. This will be a free will offering event and 
monies received will go towards needs of St. 
Paul.  

O, COME  LET  US  
WORSHIP HIM 

We have been blessed that in God’s  
Word and by His Spirit, we have been  
given this wonderful Gift of Jesus as  
Savior. As the Holy Couple, those in  
the stable, the shepherds and later the  
wise men, we can kneel in wonder  
at this Baby, God in the flesh and  worship Him. 
 

We will have opportunities to draw close and invite 
others to see, sing and share this Messiah who loves 
us. Plan on making worship the center of your Christ-
mas celebrations. Join in worshiping Him. 
 

December 4  6:00 p.m.  Advent Worship 
December 8 1:00 p.m. PK Christmas Program   
 4:00 p.m. K-8th School Program   
December 11 6:00 p.m. Advent Worship 
December 18 6:00 p.m. Advent Worship 
December 24 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve  
 7:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship 
December 25 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship 
December 31 6:00 p.m. New Year’s Eve Worship

ADVENT COLORS — One of the season’s 
symbolic colors is blue, representing hope. 
During Advent, we wait in hope to celebrate 
again God’s coming in human form. We also 
look forward in hope to Christ’s coming in 
glory at the end of the age. Purple symbolizes 
the royalty of Jesus, the coming Prince of 
Peace, and the penitence with which we re-

ceive him. Some congregations also use pink or white 
candles in Advent wreaths, with pink symbolizing joy 
and white symbolizing the Christ Child. 



 

 

WORSHIP  THIS  MONTH 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
WRHL 1060 AM—7:30am Sundays 

  

December 1 Will Everything Sad Come Untrue? 
December 8 Completely Ordinary Human 
December 15 Sorrow Welcomed Here 
December 22 Does It Matter If Jesus is God? 
December 29 No Getting Better Than This 
 

Join us for our 9:00am Sunday service or listen to 
our broadcast on WRHL(1060AM) or (93.5 FM) at 
10a.m. It is also on Facebook Live at 9:00am. 

November 30 6:00 p.m. Contemporary Worship 
December 1 9:00 a.m. Liturgical w/Communion  
December 7  6:00 p.m. Liturgical w/Communion 
December 8 9:00 a.m. Liturgical  
December 14 6:00 p.m. Liturgical 
December 15 9:00 a.m. Liturgical w/Communion 
December 19 2:00 p.m. Thursday Fellowship Worship 
December 21 6:00 p.m. Contemporary w/Communion 
December 22 9:00 a.m. Liturgical 
December 24 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship 
   7:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship 
December 25 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship 
December 28 6:00 p.m. Contemporary 
December 29 9:00 a.m. Liturgical 
December 31 6:00 p.m. New Year’s Eve Worship 

Worship Anew  
Comcast channel 138 on TLN—11:30am Sundays 
December 1 Your Coming King 
December 8 Prepare the Way 
December 15 Advent is for Rejoicing 
December 22 One of Us 
December 29 Mundane and Beautiful 

 
 
 

 

After going many years without, we finally have a Fi-

nance committee once again. This much needed group 

will not only be that second set of eyes on our finances 

but also offer advice and guidance on managing and in-

vesting our assets. A big thank you to Katie O’Rorke, 

Brigid Johnson, Brett Metzger and Anthony Rowley. 
 

Additionally, as we enter the time when we celebrate 

the birth of our Savior I would like to thank Lee Prunty 

for his annual donation of the Christmas trees and to 

all those who help to string the lights and hang the or-

naments. (Especially Jeff Casey who is still young and 

agile enough lay on the floor to tighten the tree base 

and is then able to stand up again!) This is always an 

enjoyable event. 
 

I hope each of you have a Blessed Christmas. 
 

As always, please contact me with any questions. 

Bob Mortimer  312 -316 -6519  

Mary Parsley  12/01 

Michelle Metzger 12/03 

Mary Truckenbrod        12/06    

Linette Feltes  12/11    

Ruth Furman  12/11    

Barry Casey                  12/13    

Chase Martinson 12/14 

Jodi Hayes  12/13 

Steven Truckenbrod      12/13    

Emma Metzger  12/14 

John Albaugh  12/16 

Terri Stover          12/17   

Henry Bunger     12/19    

Eileen Duval          12/19 

William Bettner  12/20 

Casondra Rowley  12/21   

 

 

 

Amy Seebach         12/22    

Dean Svela             12/22    

Laura Kirk               12/25    

Trisha Rodeghero   12/25    

Bridgid Johnson  12/26 

Michael Casey         12/27    

Janet Halsne             12/27   

Liberty Hayes  12/28 

Shepard Hayes   12/28 

Mike Metzger  12/29 

Julie Cole  12/31  

Leni Haedt  12/31  

Elijah Metzger           12/31    

 

 

 

Anniversaries 
M/M Jeff Casey  12/04 
M/M Michael Metzger      12/06         

M/M Tim Ball                   12/14 
M/M Peter O’Rorke  12/18 

M/M Mike Metzger  12/21 
M/M David Chapman  12/24 

 

If we missed your important day or 

have it listed incorrectly, please call   

the church office (815.562.2744) 

Advent, which marks the beginning of 
the church year, is “the first gleam of 
Christmas,” writes W.E. Sangster. “It 
heralds the entrance of the Divine into 
human history; it is heaven descending 
to earth; it is a great event casting its 
brilliance before it.” Sangster adds: “It 

is as though a trumpeter had taken his stand upon the 
turrets of time and announced the coming of the King. 
‘Get ready,’ he seems to say. ‘Get ready. He is com-
ing!’”  



 

 

Holiday Grief 
“Somehow, (during the holidays) persons feel pushed 
into hiding, covering over, or denying the reality of sad-
ness, fear and tension…Perhaps what is needed most is 
simply a more honest embracing of ourselves, others, 
and the realities of life.”  Dr. Wayne A. Van Kampen 
Experiencing feelings related to having holiday celebra-
tions after a loss of a loved one is a challenging journey.   
For a person experiencing a loss of loved one, it is emo-
tional to remember how holidays were like with our loved 
one present and stressful thinking of the future holidays 
and how they will be different.   
 
The following are a few points to consider when navi-
gating a path to respond to the holiday season.   
• Believe it’s okay to not “be of good cheer.”  Try not 

to berate yourself if feeling down or not being part of 
the general merriment.  This may help not to put add-
ed stress on yourself.  Feel the pain.  Reach out to 
others who share the pain. “Tears can be a gentle and 
loving way of ministering to yourself. Tears should be 
honored as tender drops of remembrance.”  Lon 
Nungesser 

• Let go of unrealistic expectations for a celebration 
that’s Christmas-card perfect.   One does not have to 
fulfill others’ expectations for Christmas New Years 
celebrations. It is okay to scale back on decorating, 
sending out cards, baking or visiting.  It is more im-
portant to ask yourself what do I feel like doing?  Can I 
skip it this year?  Why or why not? Can someone doit 
for me?  Or help me get it done?  If I feel a need to do 
it, why do I need to do it?  Can anything make a task 
or obligation easier? 

• Focus on activities and gatherings that are meaning-
ful to you.  Seak a deeper reason for the season.  Find 
comfort and joy by connecting with others at a level 
or frequency that is agreeable to you.  Take care of 
yourself by centering yourself and avoiding unhealthy 
behaviors.   Share the pain, memorial the loss.   

• Take a little holiday from holidays.  Remember that is 
okay to change or skip some traditions.  It is okay to 
create new traditions too.  

Plan ahead or maybe plan to not plan ahead.   Your ap-
proach will allow you to either carefully plan for the day 
or allow the day to flow on its own.  Look at Christmas in a 
thoughtful solitude remembering that the Lord is with 
you.  
 

 

 

 

The Parish Nurse’s Notes: • Set time for you to reflect on memories, mu-
sic and prayer. Let the meaning of Christmas 
resonate.  Let love guide you and let yourself 
be as a child of God.  Learning and exploring 
the world that he created for us to have and 
embracing his blessings each day.    

• Your loss has meaning.  The first year or any 
year which follows a death of a loved one 
leaves a hole.  Healing comes with gratitude 
and hope.   You have suffered a painful loss 
and it is natural to feel hurt.  Trust that God 
will bring your gifts of hope and healing.   

• Our church will be offering a Blue Christmas 

program.  It is being held on the day which 

historically is longest night of the year.    
 

Please feel free to attend.  It will be a seasonal 
themed   musical and prayerful time to quietly 
honor your grief journey during Christmas and 
the New Year.  

December 21, 2024 at 3pm 
   

Magdalen Niemi RN, BSN, LNHA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Health Letter for December was writ-

ten by Maggie Niemi who has served on the par-

ish nurse team for several years—primarily 

providing assistance or relief as needed and coor-

dinating our grief ministry. 
 

 

Parish Nurse Office Hours remain 8:00-11:30 

unless otherwise noted.  There will be no sched-

uled office hours on December 16-17 due to de-

liveries of cheer boxes.  You may call Marcy at 

her home (815-562-6823) or the church office 

(815-562-2744) and leave a message.  It will be 

returned as soon as possible.   
 

 

1st Thursday outreach services to Hawthorne 

Inn (10am), Liberty Village Memory Lane (1pm), 

and Lincoln Manor (2pm) is provided by Marcy in 

collaboration with Christian Senior Ministries (an 

LCMS RSO).  Anyone is welcome to participate.  

Contact Marcy for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas gifts for the nursing homes is a 



 

 

 Christmas gifts for the nurs-

ing homes is a big project and 

can always use help—especially 

on Saturday, December 7th (9

-?) to pack the prewrapped tissue 

boxes for 100-150 people and to 

deliver them to the appropriate 

nursing home.  (Thanks to Carol 

Capes for pre-wrapping the box-

es.)  If you cannot help on Saturday, 

but could help on Thursday or Friday, contact Marcy be-

cause a few volunteers would be appreciated on either of 

these days.   
  

There is no Senior Special for December, your participa-
tion in this Christmas outreach is the special for Decem-
ber.  There is special fellowship, special remembrances 
for those often forgotten, and the special joy that we 
bring as we share Christ’s love with the people in the 
nursing homes and senior living sites in Rochelle. 

The Board for Health and Human Care will meet 

briefly at 8:15am before we begin packing the boxes.   

The Parish Nurse Team does not meet in De-

cember. 

OK Club will meet at the church on Friday, December 
13 at noon.  Following lunch from the Dog Hub (chicken 
sandwiches and salad) and a short Bible study, the 
group will pack the cheer boxes to deliver to be deliv-
ered to those known to be homebound.  If you wish to 
participate in this activity, please contact Evelyn 
Hintzsche at 815-562-4668. 
 

Senior Outing for December is Saturday, December 
14th—leaving the church at 12:30 and drive to Egg Ha-
ven for a late breakfast where egg dishes and pancakes 
are the specialty.  From there, we will go to NIU which is 
the venue for a free concert by the Kishwaukee Sym-
phony orchestra (3-5).  We will then return home—
arriving shortly before 6pm. 
 

Senior Supper Club will meet Friday, December 20th at 
5:30pm at church with the meal from Country School.  
An Advent-Christmas participatory devotion will be the 
activity.  If you wish to participate, please contact Dave 
Stewart at 815-973-4938. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Thursday Fellowship Service 
will be Thursday, December 19 
At 2pm (Note Date).  This ser-
vice is especially planned for 
those whose health concerns 
make attending the regular 

week-end services difficult.  Pastor will lead an ab-
breviated worship service with communion, Marcy 
will be present to assist with any health concerns 
and provide a time for socializing after the service.  
If you need a ride, please contact Marcy a day or 
two ahead and every effort will be made to secure 
transportation. 
 
OK Club will meet December 27th at noon at the 
Sunrise.  A Christmas-themed diversion will be pro-
vided.  If you wish to participate, please contact 
Evelyn Hintzsche at 815-562-4668. 
 
Looking ahead:  The Senior Program books are 
available for 2025 from the parish nurse office.  If 
you have never taken advantage of any of the ac-
tivities, you are encouraged to join us for some of 
the activities in 2025.  The Senior Special (1st Fri-
day) event is January 3rd at 10am (weather per-
mitting) with a conversation with the mayor.   
 



 

 

St. Paul Lutheran School 
                          “Putting Faith in Education” 

 

The Frieda Pickreign Scholar-

ship Fund has be renamed 

the Frieda Pickreign/Jane 

Reineck Scholarship Fund in 

honor of both wonderful 

ladies!  We thank God for 

both of them and their love for children and for St. 

Paul Lutheran School.  Please consider a year end 

gift to this essential fund.  Contact Mr. Hall 

(shall@stpaulrochelleil.org) if you have any ques-

tions.  

Thoughts from the Principal… 
Sometimes we forget.  With everything society chal-

lenges us with in 2024 the pace of life can be exhaust-

ing.  Some of us try to keep track of everything with a 

paper things to do list.  Others keep everything in 

their phones.  Some just rely on the memory.   
 

Regardless of one’s method for trying to keep up with 

the demands of life, the hope would be that some-

where on that list is time with our Lord.  So many 

times He gets left to the end.  Maybe I will have time 

for Him if I get to everything else.   Unfortunately, the 

Lord doesn’t even make it on the list at all.  Perhaps 

He is a 911 Lord.  We remember Him only when we 

are in trouble. 
 

It is important that we put Him first.  I know in my 

life I fail to do that enough.  I try to manage every-

thing on my own, and sooner or later that strategy 

becomes problematic.  Of course, as principal of St. 

Paul I talk about Jesus every day with our students 

and faculty, but I need to maintain and prioritize my 

personal relationship with Him.   
 

When I prioritize my Lord and Savior I feel a differ-

ence. I know that He is there with me.  I don’t have 

to take on life alone, because He will do the heavy 

lifting.  Why would I forget to put Him first?  Because 

I am a flawed human being.  That’s why Jesus came to 

die and rise again. He did it for me, and He did it for 

all of us.   
 

All of us are flawed human beings.  In scripture it says 

that we all sin and fall short of the glory of God.  But 

that problem is fixed.  Jesus made us perfect in His 

father’s eyes.  As a result of that, we need to realize 

that all of us have struggles, pain, challenges, and 

stress.  All of us are people who are trying to do their 

best.  When our best isn’t that 

great, we are uplifted by the VERY 

BEST: Jesus Christ.  
 

May the baby, born in a manger, 

be your Savior each and every 

day! 
 

Blessings to All, 

 

Steve Hall; Principal 
 

 

 

The 2024-2025 Parent Handbook has 

been available on our website since 

the beginning of the school year.  I 

encourage you to take a look at it.   

  

 

 

Preparations are being made for 

the 2nd Annual Jane Reineck 

Crusader Dinner/Auction sched-

uled for April 11th.  More infor-

mation 

will be out soon! 

 

As the summer season has 

come to an end, I would 

like to once again thank 

Don Kosterman and Lee Metzger for cutting the 

lawn at St. Paul.  Also thanks to Merle Metzger 

and Butch Eckhardt for keeping our building ready 

for 170 students each and every day!!! 

 

This year our school Christ-

mas programs are scheduled 

for December 8th.  The pre-

school program will be at 

1:00pm and the K-8 program 

will be at 4:00pm.   

mailto:shall@stpaulrochelleil.org


 

 

December 2024 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:00am Worship w/Comm  

10:00am Bible Class  

10:00am Sunday School  

2 
5:30pm Dayschool 

Board  

3 
7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

6:00pm 

Inreach/Outreach  

4 
8:45am School 

Chapel  

9:45am Women's 

Bible Studies  

6:00pm Advent 

Worship  

5 
1st Thursday 10am-

Hawthorne Inn 1pm 

Liberty Village 

Memory Lane 2pm 

Lincoln Manor  

3:15pm Esther-

Naomi Circle @ 

Church  

6 7 
9:00am Packing 

Nursing Home Boxes  

6:00pm Worship 

w/Comm  

8 
9:00am Worship  

10:00am Bible Class  

10:00am Sunday School  

1:00pm PK Christmas Program  

4:00pm K-8 Christmas Program  

9 
5:30pm Elders  

10 
7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

11:00am - 12:00pm 

Hannah-Tabitha 

Circle @ Luna  

6:30pm WOW Bible 

Study  

11 
8:45am School 

Chapel  

9:45am Women's 

Bible Studies  

6:00pm Advent 

Worship  

12 13 
12:00pm OK Club @ 

Church RSVP Evelyn 

815-562-4668  

14 
Guild Bake Sale  

12:30pm Sr Outing 

to DeKalb for 

Concert  

6:00pm Worship  

15 
Guild Bake Sale  

Newsletter Deadline  

9:00am Worship w/Comm  

10:00am Bible Class  

10:00am Sunday School  

16 
NO Parish Nurse 

Hours  

6:00pm Church 

Council  

17 
No Parish Nurse 

Hours  

7:00am Men's Bible 

Breakfast @ Sunrise  

18 
8:45am School 

Chapel  

9:45am Women's 

Bible Studies  

6:00pm Advent 

Worship  

19 
2:00pm Thursday 

Fellowship Worship  

20 
5:30pm Sr Supper 

Club @ Church  

21 
3:00pm Blue 

Christmas Program  

6:00pm 

Contemporary 

Worship w/Comm  

22 
9:00am Worship  

10:00am Bible Class  

10:00am Sunday School  

23 24 
4:00pm Christmas 

Eve Worship  

7:00pm Christmas 

Candlelight 

Worship  

25 
9:00am Christmas 

Day Worship  

26 27 
OK Club @ Sunrise 

RSVP to Evelyn 815-

562-4668  

28 
6:00pm 

Contemporary 

Worship  

29 
9:00am Worship  

10:00am Bible Class  

10:00am Sunday School  

30 
Newsletter Mailing  

31 
6:00pm New Year's 

Eve Worship  

1 2 
1st Thursday 10am-

Hawthorne Inn 1pm 

Liberty Village 

Memory Lane 2pm 

Lincoln Manor  

3:15pm Esther-

Naomi Circle @ 

Church  

3 
10:00am Senior 

Special w/ Mayor 

Bearrows  

4 
6:00pm 

Contemporary 

Worship  
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The mission of St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church:   

Building relationships in Christ now and forever. 

JOIN US! 
Live in person on Saturday at 6:00pm or Sunday at 9:00am             

       

                                  OR          
        9:00 am Facebook Live  -  St. Paul Lutheran Church Page 

                      

           OR                                  

            10:00 am on WRHL Radio 1060AM  or 93.5 FM 
 

Pastor Michael Wolff, Vacancy Pastor  562-2744 
Marcia Schnorr, Parish Nurse  562-6823   

Steve Hall, Principal 562-6323 
 

Church Office 562-2744,   School Office 562-6323,    
Church Office E-Mail Address:  stpaul2@rochelle.net   Website: stpaulev.org 

mailto:stpaul2@rochelle.net

